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Complete Life Saving
weanona | EQQUIPMeNnt and Services

for all types of Vessels

North Vancouver, B.C. Canada

Life Raft Rack System (LRS)
wrernamonat| Fyel Rack System (FRS)
Code Red Mariner (CRM)

Brierley Hill, West Midlands, England, U.K. —BGOUFOf'f
Davits Richmond, B.C.
1 Canada
! ~ Life Rafts,
| - i MEC System,
: Evacuation
Rescue Boat Davit SIides
| Overhead MEC |
) | U ' l Gravity System
J Trackway
| Davit
- Lifeboats
e
Y Lafayette, Louisiana, USA
—_— Fast Rescue Boats
Peterlee, -
County
Durham, —
England,
U.K.
Phoenix

Neptune

MGI International Marine Safety Solutions Inc.

Your evacuation systems specialist, serving customers
in Canada and the United States with a complete
range of approved equipment and services.

Services:
sConcept Design in AutoCAD eCrew Training
eEquipment Installation eEquipment Maintenance

Head Office:

119-255 West 1st St., North Vancouver,
British Columbia, Canada V7M 3G8

Tel: (604) 986-2239 Fax: (604) 984-3164
Toll Free: 1-800-394-9514

E-mail: mgisolas@axionet.com

¢ Northumberland Ferries
*Empress River Casino
e Washington State Ferries

Customers:

eTrump Indiana, Inc.

e Alaska Marine Highway Systems
eOntario Northland

e Cape May Lewes Ferry
e Atlantic Towing
*Birting Fisheries J

e Atlantic Marine

¢Black Ball Transport u\cL
* Barden-Davis Casino

Branch Offices:

18 Ridgecrest Drive, Bridgewater,
Nova Scotia, Canada B4V 3V8

Tel: (902) 527-0022
Fax: (902) 527-0033
E-mail: mgieast@atcon.com

2-290 Cathcart Street
Ottawa, Ontario

Canada K1N 5C4
Tel/Fax: (613) 241-4653

720 Olive Way, Suite 930
Seattle Wa 98101
U.S.A.

Tel: (206) 625-1015
Fax: (206) 447-9004
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Omnes Formed To Provide
Information Flow Solutions

Company Set To Expand New Messaging Service In Houston

Omnes, which is a joint venture of
Schlumberger Ltd. and Cable &
Wireless, recently extended its
global, customized messaging ser-

vices into the Houston area. The
company originally launched Xpo
Messaging Service in Aberdeen,
Scotland, in February 1996, and

has recently signed up a number
of the oil industry’s major compa-
nies as clients.

“The trend among corporations is

SENTINEL

Avtomated Ship Docking Assist Sysiern

Tribar Industries, since 1964 a world leader in radar, digital and display system technologies,
has created an affordable docking assist system to help reduce damage, liability and risk.
Sentinel automatically detects an approaching vessel and accurately updates and displays
velocity, distance and angle relative to the dock. Several system configurations are available,
including a PC data and video record capture and real-time monitoring capability

Large LED
Dockside
Sensor
/ Unit(s)
Radar Speed/

SVsten 2S€Q"
€

Display Sign(s)

Distance Sensor

Video Camera
(optional)

\Y/2

Embedded PC and
Modem (optional)

In speed violation/image capture mode, system autodials
remote location (PC) and sends compressed real-time
images and data via high speed modem. Operator can call l

up any port or dock and monitor activity.

e
Qopy. Mins

or

Portable Ship Based RF
Data Receiver Option

e D

Time: 04:14:23
Date: 86/83/94

Speed:
Limit: 198 <(mm/sec.)

1705 Flint Rd, Downsview, Ontario, Canada M3J 2W8

tel (416) 736-9600 fax (416) 736-7858

Fort alfde Belleduse

il

T

Windows-based software creates video/data record, allowing remote operator multiple file
features, control of site functions, and real-time or prerecorded file image viewing (like of this
Columbian freighter docked at an unattended Canadian port.)
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to outsource non-core activities
such as communications,” saic
Jean Chevallier, president.
Filling a need

In oil and gas exploration and
production operations, the movel
ment and management of scientif]
ic, logistical and administrative
data is high priority. With this ir
mind, Omnes was formed ir
January 1995 by Schlumberger
and Cable & Wireless. “By com
bining Schlumberger’s under
standing of the oil and gas sector
with Cable & Wireless’ telecom
munications expertise, we createc
a company uniquely qualified to
respond to the specific communi-
cations needs of global energ
companies,” said Mr. Chevallier |
The infant company’s first major
contract was for the maintenance
management and future develop
ment of the Schlumberger
Information Network (SINet), the
private Schlumberger communi-
cations network linking hundredsj
of sites in 53 countries. By the
end of its first year, the company’s
prowess in devising and deliver
ing communications solutions
was recognized, and customers
now reportedly include Shell)
British Petroleum and Texaco.

In early 1996, Omnes signed ar
agreement with Control Data
Systems to use Mail*Hub e-mail
integration software as the base
for its new Omnes Xpo Messaging
Service. The Mail*Hub softwarel
links disparate mail systems in a
standards-based network with a
common address directory,
enabling Omnes customers to
establish interactive electronic
communications worldwide.1
Since debuting the Xpo service in
Aberdeen, Omnes has signed on|
14 customers to the service.

The company

Omnes also provides satellite ser-

vices to many companies, includ-

ing Mobil, Phillips Petroleum,

Pluspetrol and Bechtel, as well as

Local Area Network support ser-

vices that range from basic sup-

port to full network management]
and integration services.

Initial sales efforts of Omnes havel
been focused on the exploration

and production sector of the oil

industry, and subsequent cus-

tomers will include the energy,
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hose who might not believe that a land-

based network of computers could have

anything close to a profound effect on the
way companies doing business at sea operate
should be advised: the Internet is affecting
the way companies in just about all industries
do business, and will continue to do so into the
foreseeable future.

The Internet’s attraction to companies is the
ease of accessing information through its
pathways. Information Technology (IT) is all
about accessing information in a quicker,
more complete way, and companies in the
maritime industry have long known that bet-
ter information access means a more efficient
and competitive organization.

What Exactly Is The Internet?

The Internet is simply a huge conglomera-
tion of networks, all connected by similar pro-
tocols — conventions of information exchange
— allowing them to communicate with one
another. The computers can be of any type, as
long as they are equipped with the software
necessary for them to “speak” the correct pro-
tocols.

Many corporations today are creating corpo-
rate intranets, proprietary networks created
with Internet standards but not necessarily
connected fully to the Internet, to serve infor-
mation internally. Why? For one thing, the
standardization of hardware and software
that the surge in Internet popularity has
wrought makes it extremely cost-effective. In
some cases, these companies can kill two birds
with one stone by implementing an efficient
means of granting employees access to the
information they need (protected by user
authentication, if also connected to the larger
Internet), while also establishing an Internet
presence with which to serve customers and
market their company.

DOD Beginnings

The Internet is now recognized for its huge
potential as a commmercial tool, but it began
as a project funded by the U.S. government for
military applications. A company called Bolt,
Beranek and Newman (BBN) developed the
packet-switching technology upon which the
Internet is based in 1969, funded by the
Department of Defense’s (DOD’s) Advanced

Research Projects Agency (ARPA). The tech-
nology allowed the reliable transmission of
data in subdivisions called packets. BBN is
still deeply involved in the Internet (one of its
business units, BBN Planet, provides Internet
access), as well as other high-technology pur-
suits, such as Active Sound and Vibration
Control (see MR/EN May 1996, p. 22).

The network created based on this technolo-
gy was called ARPAnet, then renamed
DARPAnet in 1973, the “D” standing for
“Defense.” The technology was designed to
allow a network to function even if the major-
ity of nodes on the network were destroyed —
the idea being to create a means of exchanging
inforll?ation that would survive a nuclear
attack.

The Most Elaborate Web Ever Spun

The Internet was used by government and
educational institutions for years, but did not
gain the its current momentum until Tim
Berners-Lee, then at the European Particle
Physics Laboratory (CERN), conceived of the
World Wide Web.

The World Wide Web, as is rarely explained
in much of the hyped-up articles seen in the
popular press, is not a different part of the
Internet, exactly. It is not so much a place as
a subset of those Internet-connected comput-
ers, all of which, in this case, know how to
speak the protocol of the Web.

Different protocols allow the transmission of
different kinds of information across the
Internet. The main protocol “suite” of the
Internet is TCP/IP, which contains many sub-
protocols to allow for the reliable transmission
of a variety of data types. Mr. Berners-Lee
developed the hypertext transfer protocol
(HTTP), which allows the transmission of
hypertext. Hypertext is, simply put, text that
can be linked within the body of a page to
other pages. Those other pages can be located
on the same computer or they can be on the
other side of the world. The concept of hyper-
text had existed before the development of
HTTP: a man by the name of Ted Nelson had
envisioned a grand system, which he called
Xanadu, of hypertext linkages rife with con-
textual references to other related documents,
complete with processing capabilities for
respecting copyrights, tracking usage and

Fis Ed' Yew Qo fSookmars (Oplors Direciory Yndow Help
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Kelvin Hughes Ninas 9000 - a
family of console units, which
forms a flexible workstation
arrangement to meet any
operational requirement or
Classification Society notafion.

the integrated
bridge system

from
Kelvin Hughes

The Naval and Marine Division of
Smiths Industries Aerospace

Radio Holland USA b.v.
Kenilworth, NJ (908) 298-9100
Virginia Beach, VA (804) 431-2926
Hollywood, FL (954) 920-8400

Mobile, AL (334) 432-3139
Harahan, LA (504) 733-4024
Corpus Christi, TX (512) 883-5283
Houston, TX (713) 943-3325

Long Beach, CA  (310) 595-0177
Vancouver, WA (360) 737-0519
Seattle, WA (206) 768-1601
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Alan C. McClure Associates, Inc.
NAVAL ARCHITECTS - ENGINEERS

2600 South Gessner e Suite 504  Houston, Texas 77063
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Naval A e Marine Engi * Program Snpport Specialists

Two World Trade Center, Suite 1510, New York, NY 10048 (212) 466-2200
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Coast Guard/State Pilotage License Insurance
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ducted by the Coast Guard, National Transportation Safety Board or
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